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State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP): Keeping Latino Children Safe and Healthy
The State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) is critical to the well-being of Latino children and their families, the most uninsured racial/ethnic group in this country.  More than 6 million children in this country depend on SCHIP for their medical coverage, including 50 percent of all Latino children.  Unfortunately, our president has failed to protect Latino families served by SCHIP by submitting a budget request that would not even provide enough to cover those already enrolled.  That is why Senate Democrats passed a Fiscal Year 2008 budget resolution that includes $50 billion for reauthorization, $45 billion more than the administration’s request.  Democrats will continue to fight to fill this year’s funding shortfall and make expanding SCHIP a priority in reauthorization, as there are still 9 million uninsured children in America, 38.8 percent of whom are Latino.  
· More Likely to be Uninsured: Latino children are the most uninsured group in the country, and are significantly less likely to get needed medical care due to factors such as poverty, difficulty making appointments, and cultural and immigration barriers.   SCHIP has been able to successfully reduce ethnic and racial health disparities, reducing the proportion of uninsured Hispanic children by 30 percent between 1997 and 2005. Democrats will continue to push for more funding for outreach and enrollment so that SCHIP continues to be a resource for Latino communities.
· More Likely to Live with Parents Who Work Full-Time:  Seventy-five percent of uninsured children, including children from low-income homes, have parents who work full time and year round.  However, since 2000 more than 600,000 Latino children have fallen into poverty and the number of uninsured children has been on the rise, but more than 70 percent of uninsured Latino children are eligible for SCHIP.  That is why Democrats believe SCHIP should be funded adequately so that services can be expanded to more children and families.

· More Likely to Develop Long-Term Medical Problems:  Denying children access to preventive health care increases the likelihood of serious and expensive health problems later in life. Latinos are more likely to suffer from chronic health conditions, such as heart disease and diabetes, but they are less likely to have access to preventive care due to being uninsured.  Moreover, pregnant women who do not receive prenatal care are more likely to develop complications during and after pregnancy, which results in the need for higher cost postpartum care.  As 25 percent of our nation’s schoolchildren will be Latino by the year 2020, Democrats believe our future workers, taxpayers and leaders should have access to medical coverage so they can become contributing, healthy members of our society.

· More Likely to Suffer from the SCHIP Shortfall: Senate Democrats have made it a priority to address the SCHIP shortfall, in which Latino children in 14 states could be the most adversely affected this year.  More than half of the uninsured child population in three of the 14 shortfall states – Illinois, Georgia and New Jersey – is comprised of racial and ethnic minority children, and those numbers could increase if the SCHIP budget shortfall is not addressed.  Although Republicans tried to sabotage this process by trying to exclude children above 200 percent of the federal poverty line and give only a reduced Medicaid reimbursement for parents covered under SCHIP, Democrats were successful in passing a Supplemental Appropriations bill that provided a $745 million fix to ensure that all current enrollees remain covered.  
Democrats pledge to take this country in a new direction and provide our neediest children with the medical services they deserve.  This means protecting critical programs like SCHIP which ensure that Latino children grow up safe and healthy. 
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