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Reauthorization of the No Child Left Behind Act: 
Working to Ensure Latino Students Succeed
At a Senate Democratic Hispanic Task Force forum today with national Latino advocates, Senate Democrats reaffirmed their pledge to ensure that reauthorization of the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) provides Latino students the tools necessary to succeed academically and in the workforce.  The growth among the Latino population has surpassed that of all other ethnic groups, with nearly one in five K-12 students in the United States of Latino background today.  That number is expected to increase to 25 percent by the year 2020.  However, Latino students are still falling through the cracks and consistently under-perform when compared to their non-Hispanic White counterparts.  This achievement gap manifests later into staggering high school drop out rates in which almost half of all Latino students do not graduate from high school.  For these reasons, Senate Democrats are committed to improving and reauthorizing a bill that ensures no Latino student is left behind. 
· Latino Students Are Falling Behind: The achievement gap between non-Hispanic White students and Latino students has remained relatively unchanged since 1977. According to the National Assessment of Educational Progress, fourth-grade Latino students score 27 points lower in reading and 21 points lower in mathematics when compared to non-Hispanic White students.  That disparity continues into eighth grade, when Latino student scores are 24 points less in reading and 27 points less in mathematics.  Shockingly, by the end of high school, the average Latino student has math and reading skills that are comparable to non-Hispanic White students in middle school.  This gap in achievement is of utmost concern to Senate Democrats, who pledge to work to ensure Latino students do not fall through the cracks.
· Latino Students are More Likely to be English Language Learners (ELL): 
As nearly half of all Latino public school children are ELL students, overall Latino success is closely tied to ELL student achievement.  Of all ELL students, 80 percent are Spanish-speaking Latinos.  Over the past fifteen years, enrollment in public schools by ELL students has nearly doubled, with one quarter of the total U.S. public school population projected to be ELL by the year 2025.  However, our nation’s public school system faces significant challenges when it comes to addressing the disparities in the academic achievement of ELL students.  On average, over 70 percent of eighth-grade ELL students test below grade level, compared to 25 percent of all non-ELL students.  Senate Democrats have made it a priority to ensure that reauthorization of NCLB continues to narrow achievement gaps among ELL students. 
· Latino Children of Farm Workers Face Significant Challenges: The children of migrant and seasonal farm workers face unique challenges in our public education system.  They are the most economically disadvantaged students, more likely to be Latino and ELL, and are less likely than other groups to enroll in early education programs.  Migrant students also tend to move around and attend different schools due to the temporary or seasonal nature of agricultural work.  As a result, migrant students are falling behind in academic achievement and have one of the highest dropout rates of any group, at about 60 to 65 percent.  Senate Democrats understand that improving educational opportunities for migrant students is critical, and pledge to continue working to ensure those students get the attention and resources they deserve. 
Today, Senate Democrats reaffirmed their commitment to the educational priorities of the Latino community.  Democrats pledged to take our country in a new direction and ensure that the reauthorization of NCLB addresses those issues critical to the well-being and success of Latino students.
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