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Commemorating Memorial Day: 
Honoring the Military Service of America’s Latinos 
On Memorial Day, we commemorate the service of those who have served on behalf of our country and have given the ultimate sacrifice.  We should honor and remember these brave men and women, not just by honoring their sacrifice, but by recognizing who they were.  This Memorial Day, we should take a moment to remember all those who served and gave their lives since the founding of this great nation, including our Latino servicemen and women.  
· American Revolution: During the American Revolution, soldiers from Spain, Cuba, Mexico, Puerto Rico, and the Dominican Republic fought along side of the colonists for independence. There were many acts of courage and sacrifice by Latinos during the war, with Bernardo de Galvez leading a diverse Army and contributing to General George Washington’s success at Yorktown.  
· World War II:  Half a million Latinos served in the Armed Forces during WWII, and more than 9,000 Latinos gave their lives in defense of our country. Eleven Latinos received the Congressional Medal of Honor, including Marine PFC Guy “Gabby” Gabaldon who single-handedly captured over 1,000 enemy soldiers in the summer of 1944, more than anyone else has in the history of military conflicts. 

· Korean War: Just over 300 Latinos gave their lives during the Korean War, with eight Latinos awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for their bravery.  The 65th Infantry Regiment – a Puerto Rican regiment – participated in nine major campaigns, captured 2,086 enemy soldiers, and killed 5,095. Individual members of this regiment were awarded four Distinguished Service Crosses and 124 Silver Stars.

· Vietnam War: In Vietnam, 80,000 Latinos served with distinction, with one out of every three Latinos wounded and one out of every five Latinos killed in action.  In addition, fourteen Latinos were awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for their bravery.  Navy Lt. Everett Alvarez became the first American prisoner of war, and remained so for over eight years, the longest confirmed POW in American history.  The last American to leave Vietnam was Msgt. Juan J. Valdez, who served at the U.S. Embassy in Saigon and departed by helicopter on April 30, 1975.

· Iraq and Afghanistan: As of July 31, 2006, there were 24,188 Latino officers and enlisted soldiers deployed, with more than 360 Latinos sacrificing their lives for this country in Iraq and Afghanistan.  In fact, the first combat casualty of the Iraq war was a Latino – Marine Lance Corporal Jose Antonio Gutierrez, who died on March 21, 2003.  
Latinos have and continue to serve and sacrifice to protect the American way of life for all. In fact, Latinos have received more Purple Heart medals than any other ethnic group.  Democrats respect and honor the contributions of Latino servicemen and women on this Memorial Day.
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