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Rising to the Energy Challenge:  Ensuring the Priorities of The Latino Community are Met
As the Senate debates comprehensive energy legislation this week, Senate Democrats continue to work to ensure that all Americans, including Latinos, benefit from our energy policies.  Like most Americans, Latinos are concerned with the rising cost of gas and utilities, and support policies that encourage fuel diversity and renewable energy to reduce costs, pollution and our dependence on oil.  That is why Senate Democrats pledge to take our nation’s energy policies in a new direction by supporting a cleaner, greener and more affordable energy future. 

· Latinos are Concerned with High Gas Prices:  According to a study by the Latino Policy Coalition, 46 percent of Latinos say rising gas and utility prices concern them most when it comes to our nation’s energy situation. Senate Democrats understand that we must reduce prices at the pump and are working to pass energy legislation that would crack down on price gouging so that oil companies cannot drive up costs without justification and to create real competition for oil companies by increasing the production of renewable biofuels, among other initiatives.  

· Latinos Are Impacted by Rising Energy Bills:  The Weatherization Assistance Program helps more than 5.5 million low-income families with the cost of their utility bills.  By installing energy efficiency measures in the homes of qualifying homeowners free of charge, this program not only helps our neediest families reduce their energy costs, but benefits our nation by reducing our energy dependency and protecting the environment.  As Latino families are two to four times more likely to live in poverty compared to non-Latino White families, Democrats have made this program a priority by increasing funding and expanding assistance to U.S. territories, such as Puerto Rico.  In addition, Democrats support a range of tax extensions for renewable energy to diversify our energy sources and drive down costs in the long run. 

· Latinos are Vulnerable to Natural Disasters Caused by Global Warming: The impacts of global warming could seriously impact the health, economic and social well-being of Latinos by causing sea levels to rise, increasing flooding in some areas, causing drought in other areas, and by increasing the strength of hurricanes.  With a higher poverty rate, Latinos are less likely to be economically prepared to evacuate or relocate in the event of a natural disaster.  Latinos are also vulnerable to crises in agriculture, both as consumers and employees.  For example, water shortages in California would particularly impact the agricultural industry, of which the workforce is 65 percent Latino.  

· Latinos Trust Democrats More than Republicans on Energy: Latinos trust Democrats more than Republicans when it comes to addressing our energy challenges.  In fact, 43 percent of Latinos reported trusting Democrats in Congress, while only seven percent trust the administration and five percent trust Republicans in Congress.  

Democrats understand that our national energy policy must benefit consumers, improve our energy security, and address global warming.  That is why Senate Democrats pledge to continue to make energy efficiency and independence a priority for Latinos and for all Americans.  
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