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Ensuring Access to Early Education and Health Care: 
Preparing Latino Children for Success
As we commemorate El Día de los Niños: Celebrating Young Americans to honor the importance of our children, Democrats are working to ensure that we invest in all children so they have the chance to grow into healthy, productive young people.  About 22 percent of children under the age of five are Latinos, representing the fastest growing group of any other racial or ethnic group.  However, Latino children are more likely to be uninsured and less likely to have access to high quality early childhood education, both of which are critical to growth and the well-being of our children.  Democrats strongly believe that our nation is a place of opportunity for all, and pledge to continue fighting to ensure our children are healthy, safe, and prepared to succeed in a global economy.
· Quality Early Childhood Education Matters: Research shows that access to quality early education can have a significant positive impact on the development of children, particularly Latino children from low-income households.  Compared to non-Hispanic whites, Latinos on average have lower parent education levels, more children living in single parent homes, and a larger percentage of children who are English Language Learners.  Moreover, Latino children are more than twice as likely to come from low-income families.  Yet, Latinos are less likely than any other group to participate in early childhood education programs and score behind their white peers on reading readiness and math concepts at the start of kindergarten.  A strong early start is critical to ensuring that all children are on a level playing field.  That is why Senate Democrats passed a Fiscal Year 2008 budget that allocates $6.1 billion more than the president’s request for education, which will allow more funding for programs like Head Start and Even Start.  As Latino children will make up more than a quarter of all children by 2020, it is critical they receive the preparation necessary to become part of our nation’s productive workforce.
· Access to Adequate Health Care is Critical: Latino children are the most uninsured ethnic group in the country, and are significantly less likely to get needed medical care and immunizations due to factors such as poverty, difficulty making appointments, and cultural and immigration barriers.  In 2005, Latino children under the age of three are six percent less likely than non-Hispanic white children to be fully immunized.  Programs like SCHIP have been able to help reducing those barriers, decreasing the proportion of uninsured Hispanic children by 30 percent between 1997 and 2005.  Today, more than six million children in this country depend on SCHIP for their medical coverage and immunizations, and among those children, 50 percent are Latino.  Senate Democrats passed a Fiscal Year 2008 budget resolution that includes $50 billion for the reauthorization of SCHIP, $45 billion more than the administration’s request.  As there are still nine million uninsured children in America, 38.8 percent of whom are Latino, Democrats will continue to ensure critical programs like SCHIP are funded adequately so our children grow up healthy.
Democrats pledge to provide all children an equal chance to succeed and ensure Latino children are given the care and support needed to become contributing, healthy members of our society.
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